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Ballydermot Wind Farm 

Introduction 

This Note has been prepared by MKO on behalf of our Client, Bord Na Móna Powergen Ltd (‘the Prospective 

Applicant’) for the purpose of informing An Coimisiún Pleanála (the ‘Commission’) of the surveys undertaken in 

relation to the proposed wind energy development and associated works at Ballydermot (and other townlands) 

County Offaly and the townland of Lullybeg (and other townlands) Co. Kildare (‘the Proposed Project’). 

Site Investigation 

 First round of geotechnical ground investigations, consisting of trial pitting, was undertaken during 

the 25th May 2021 under the supervision of Fehily Timoney & Company Ltd. (FTC) and Tobar 

Archaeological Services Ltd. (Tobar). 

 Second round of geotechnical ground investigations, consisting of trial pitting and boreholes, 

commenced on 8th November 2021 and was completed on 7th December 2021 under the 

supervision of FTC and Tobar. 

 Third round of geotechnical ground investigations, consisting of boreholes, commenced on 21st 

June 2022 and was completed on 23rd June 2022 under the supervision of FTC and Tobar. 

 Fourth round of geotechnical ground investigations, consisting of boreholes, was completed over the 

time period 9th September 2022 to 16th September 2022 under the supervision FTC and Tobar. 

 53 no. trial pits and 12 boreholes, supervised by FTC, Tobar, and/or MKO completed on site. 

Ornithology 

 Surveys from April 2020 to March 2026 – Six years of surveys during both winter and breeding 

season. 
 Surveys undertaken – Vantage point, breeding walkover, winter walkover, breeding raptor, breeding 

woodcock, waterbird distribution and abundance, wintering golden plover, breeding barn owl, 

breeding nightjar and hen harrier roost. 

Ecology 

 Ecology have been on site since 2020. 
 Surveys undertaken include multidisciplinary ecological walkover surveys, detailed botanical 

surveys, mammal surveys, camera trapping, marsh fritillary surveys, bat surveys, aquatic surveys, 

round leaved wintergreen surveys and invasive species surveys. 
o Multidisciplinary Ecological Walkover Surveys (including mammals, invasives) were 

completed on the site in 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025. 

o The latest Detailed Habitat and Vegetation Composition Surveys were completed on the 

site in 2024 and 2025. 
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o Aquatic Surveys were completed on the site in 2021 and 2024 by Triturus Environmental 

Ltd. 

o Marsh Fritillary Surveys were completed on the site in 2021, 2022, 2024 and 2025. 

 Key Ecological Receptors include European sites, woodland, scrub, peatland, marsh fritillary, bats, 

round leaved wintergreen. 

Bats 

 Seasonal bat surveys were carried out in 2022 and 2024. Habitat assessments and roost inspections 

were carried out alongside manual activity surveys and static detector surveys at ground level during 

spring, summer and autumn.  

 Full suite of seasonal bat surveys scheduled for 2026. 
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